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Secret Society Thrives at Law School 
By Steve Hunter 
Often, students wandering Hutchins 
Hall will see signs posted saying, 
"Barristers, check you pendnflexes" 
BOLHC". Other than their sign, 
however, little is known about this secret 
drinking society which operates within the 
Jaw school community. 
Founded m 190·1, the Barristers have 
endured Prohibition and conflicts \\ith the 
administration, as well as attacks from 
the student body. 
Some of the Barristers' more visible 
functions include publishing the Raw 
Re.,iew, a satire magaz1ne, and 
sponsoring the annual Crease Ball, which 
is the Jaw school equivalent of a formal 
dance. Other than that, the Banisters are 
purported to dedicate themselves to 
drinking. 
The Barristers receive no funding 
from the law school or the LSSS, nnd have 
operated without formal recognition since 
1938, when a Reading Room initiation 
. ceremony reportedly "got 'out of hand." 
Few details arc available about what 
actually happent>d, but one result was a 
one-year suspension of the Barristers 
from the law school.. 
More recently, a law student was 
hospitalized after going through the 
Barristers initiation, sparking a storm of 
protest from many students. 
Barrister initiations take place twice 
a year. Students whom the Barristers 
deem worthy are invited to join the group. 
The whole process is kept secret, however, 
including who is a member. The 
exclusivity of membership apparently 
extends to the Barrister parties, though 
some Barristers maintain that there are 
often many guests at the bashes. 
Little is also known of the Barrister 
structure, but there is a post referred to as 
the Lord High Chancellor, (hence the 
BOLHC on their posters, "By Order of the 
Lord High Chancellor). 
Some students have questioned the 
value of the group, particular in light of the 
excessive drinking that has traditionally 
gone on. One third year student who 
asked to remain anonymous stated "It 
seems that the people who are in Barristers 
are the people who somehow haven't made 
it in law school. Most of them probably 
have been unsuccessful academically or 
they've just failed to make the adjustment 
from undergraduate to law school. " 
On the other hand, another nameless 
third-year declared, "If you think anyone 
in Barristers worries about the fact that 
there at times seem to be strong sentiment 
The scen e of the Barristers' D-Day invasion s of days gone by. 
against them in the school, you're crazy. 
You wouldn't be a Barrister if you cared 
about what most of th e intense law geeks at 
this school thought." 
So the debate continues, and so do the 
Barristers. Whether their drinking will 
lead to more controversy remains to be 
seen. 
Line Budget Proposal Draws Fire 
By .J<>nifer Urff 
A few clarific· tions are in order, but 
the "spirit" of propos(>d budget guid(>lines 
for allocations to law student 
organizations remains intact, according 
to LSSS President Heggie Turner. 
Law school stud<'nt senators met with 
representatives of several law student 
organizations Monday to hash out their 
differences over the new guidelines, 
which will be up for approval in two weeks. 
Nearly everyone at Monday's meeting 
agreed that compromises came more 
easily than anyone hac! anticipated. 
'Ther e doesn't seem to be ns much 
disagreement as (>Xpected," commented 
one group repres!'ntntive. 
Under the current budgeting system, 
groups receive block allocations - n set 
amount of money to spend as they feel 
approprate. The proposl'd system uses line 
items to allow LSSS to designate specific 
amount to be ipent on each pll\nned 
program or activity. 
Organization representatives said they 
believe the current system is adequate if 
properly enforced, but senators 1nsist that 
the new, more stnngent requirements are 
necessary to keep track of Senate funds, 
which last year ran into a deficit. 
"I was never really happy with the 
budgeting process because I don't think the 
Senate ever took the responsibility it 
should have," said Senate Secretary JefT 
Winick. "The Senate had shirked its 
duties in the past." 
"A lack of guidelines only allows 
problems with irresponsible groups or 
irresponsible senators to be that much 
worse," he added. 
At the meeting, the Senate addressed a 
statement, drafted by members of a 
number of student groups, outlining their 
concerns with the proposed budgeting 
process. 
l\firia m Pickus, spokesper son for the 
organizations, complained at the meeting 
that the new guidelines will amount to 
"putting strings on very early in the 
process." 
Under the proposed guidelines, groups 
are required to submit in early September 
a proposal for an entire year's activities. 
Any changes in that proposed budget will 
have to be brought before the Senate for 
approval before the funds are spent. 
The guidelines authorize the Senate to 
freeze the allocation of any additional 
funds to grou ps overspending a line item 
in violation of the requirements. 
Pickus ar gue d that th e "extra hurdles" 
to make line item changes was an 
unreasonable restriction on the groups. 
The prepared statement made similar 
charges, saying the Senate was 
"paternalistic" in assuming that it was in 
a better position than the groups 
themselves to decide how or ganization 
funds should be spent. 
"It's a matter of trust," Pickus said. 
"Do you want to trust us or do we want to 
trust you?" 
But Winick argued that the proposal 
has "nothing to do with trust," and was 
"designed to be as flexible as possible." 
'The only diffe rence (between the old 
and proposed budget guidelines) is that the 
Senate knows what you're doing before 
you do it," he said. 
Senators and organization 
representatives agreed on a compromise 
allowing the "spirit" of the guidelines to 
stand but amending the guidelines to 
clarify the intent of the Senate and 
processes for proposing budgets and 
amendments. 
Final approval of the proposed 
guidelines is scheduled for 7 p.m. at the 
November 17 LSSS meeting. 
Also Monday, senators discussed law 
school tuition ra tes at the University of 
Michigan in comparison with other law 
schools. 
Quoting the October 20 issue of the 
National Law J ourna l, Kendall James 
pointed out to senators that U-M's tuition is 
the same as the combined tuition of the 
University of Virginia and the University 
of California, Berkeley. 
"Soon we'll simply be pncmg 
ourselves out of the market... I'd feel more 
comfortable if at least we could find out 
who's making the decision," he said. 
While most senator s a greed that LSSS 
hns a responsibility to become familiar 
with the way in which tuition is set, they 
also agreed that there may be little that can 
be done to prevent a tuition increase next 
year. 
"They're !school officials) going to say 
that we're better than any of the other 
institutions,· said LSSS Treasurer Gail 
Hnrns. 'We st1ll cost less" that 
comparable private law schools. 
Other senators pointed to a struggling 
state economy as a source of trouble in the 
fight for lower tuition rates. "Unless we 
start selling more G Ms in Michigan, the 
trend is only going to go upward," said 
Doug Toma. 
"Tuition will increase again next 
year, guar anteed," Toma said. 
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Derelict in Duty to-StUGents 
To the Res Gestae: treatment of some minority students is nothing more 
Any discussion of any admissions program which than a hand-out or a charitable deed. 
treats one group differently from another must start The RG's solution (if "minority scores are low, then 
with a description of differences between the groups maybe the law school should invest more in recruiting 
involved - not the results of such differential minority students with better scores") misses the point. 
treatment. The RG's "future story," as promised in the Such students already exist, and many of them are at 
editorial reply of October 29, places the cart before the this school. The Editor does not seem to have the 
horse. That description will be merely an afterthought, "assumed level of sophistication" with which he credi ts 
printed only after protest. A more intelligent article his readership. 
would have included, as the Editor suggests, " ... that The grades and LSAT scores a Hispanic received at 
not all minorities are special admissions, [and] that Berkeley, Yale, Harvard or any school cannot r eflect 
many minori ty studen ts excel at Jaw schooL" A the social and academic education they r eceived - nor 
responsible article would have included the statistics of their potential for academic success here. Given that 
minori ty s tudents not admitted under the special 57% of Hispanic high school students drop out before 
._------------------------t admissions progra m. their junior yenr, and that there is a 66% attrition rate of 
To Have &·Have Not 
In the past year, the Law School Student Senate has 
found itself in a position similar to that of our pals in 
Washington, D.C. - in the red and besieged by an 
ever -growing demand for more moolah. A total of 29 
student groups requested funding from the LSSS this 
year, as compared to 24 organizations in 1985, and only 
19 in 1984. 
These mounting pressures forced the Senate to take 
action. The result is a radical reworking of how the 
LSSS will give out money around h ere, namely a line-
by-line budgeting procedure. 
To begin with, we'd like to commend the Senate for 
addressin& the problem, and making the hard choice to 
go to line bud&eting. Such a p.-ocedure means a lot more 
work for the LSSS. Anyone who is familiar with this 
year's Senate, however, knows that these senators 
aren 't afraid of bard work. 
As to the proposal itsel( we approve of it, although we 
do have our reservations. The Senate's goal seems to 
have been to e ncourage greater responsibility among 
student groups when it comes to spending Senate 
money. No more last minute spending binges ala the 
International Law Society's $500 end~f-the-year bash. 
Line budgeting will solve this problem. It will also 
force student groups to submit more realistic proposals 
to the LSSS n ext September. No more imaginary 
forums to pad out the proposals. The Senate might 
actually choose to fund that event, leaving the group 
with $000 for a forum it never intended to put on. 
But solutions inevitably breed more problems, and 
line budgeting has its share. For one, it is very difficult 
for a student group to create an accurate budget in early 
September. Accordingly, the LSSS must be flexible in 
granting changes in its line-by-line allocations. 
A more intractable problem involves the degree to 
which the Senate sh ould be able to decide a group's 
agendum (thank you, William Safire), to decide which 
events are worthy of Senate support and which ones 
aren't. If th e Women Law Students Association feels 
th at a n eve n t is crucial to its goals a s a group, but the 
LSSS belie ves th at th e even t a ppeals to too small a 
segment of the law schoo~ what should happen? 
On pa p er , the Senate has the power to fund only 
events with mass appeal. In practice, however , we feel 
that the Senate must be sensitive to the special needs of 
groups, and willing to allocate funds to projects that are 
im portant to groups, even if t he event won't be as 
popular as a Social Committee party. 
The line budgeting procedures should be used to hold 
groups to their agenda, not to set them. After all. if mass 
a ppeal were the measure of m erit, th en McDonalds 
would be a four-star restaurant. 
More importantly , the Editor's confidence that Hispanic college students, the few Hispanics who 
"'students know the cultural and sociologica l make it through any college and graduate school a re to 
justifi cations for Affir mative Action" is mispl aced. be commended. 
Special admissions statistics make no sense without Articles such as these suggest that minority students 
descriptions of the "historical deficit of traditionally nre not qualified to be here. Consequently, a great deal 
disfavored minorities in [the law profession] [and] the of resentment arises from a minority law student who 
countering effects of societal discrimination" is just as qualified - if not more so- to be here. It 
involved. R egen ts of the University of California u. would seem that learning resentment, hostility, and 
B akke 438 U.S. 265 (1978). The assumption is further racism towards others should not be a part of a legal 
undermined by the fact that many students of the education _ nor should it be encouraged by the RG. 
majority population have not experienced the effects of This mistake cannot be corrE-cted after the impression 
discrimination and are ambivalent or unaware of the has been made _ and is a dereliction of your duty to 
struggle of the minority law student. The Editor's inform and educate our community. 
omission encourages the belief that preferential The Jlispa nicLaw Students Association 
ACLU Defends Admissions Revelation 
To the Res Gestae: 
In their October 29th letter, BLSA complained that 
the RG had presented a skewed picture of the special 
admissions program and implied that racist motives 
may have been behind it. We believe the RG simply 
gave us the facts about admissions. They did not write 
a story about special admissions, skewed or otherwise. 
Perhaps one is called for, given the data that we all now 
know. What was not called for was the twisting of the 
report into a story critical of special admissions. And 
what was certainly not called for was the outrageous 
response by some leaders of the law school. Such a 
response is likely to result in a chilling of fr~e 
expression, a very tragic occurrence in an institution 
which is supposed to be a place where we learn to prevent 
such things. 
The report on admissions statistics was given to the 
RG editors precisely because of the1r roles as 
communicator s of information and publishers of 
news. This document was of unquestionable 
newsworthiness. In an atmosphere where the 
Administration has shrouded the admissions process 
in secrecy, the editors of the RG made public very 
relevant information. The RG recogni zed t he 
controversial impact that the data might have, and 
handled it in what they thought was the most 
responsible and forthright way, by printing all of the 
significant portions of the report. We think they were 
right. To cover-up this information woul d have 
involved paternalistic self-censorship. 
The RG editors had a duty to bring the information 
to the attention of the law school in order to foster 
intelligent, informed discussion on admissions 
policy. Printing the statistics enable~ the law school 
community to discuss openly the policies which affect 
us all. We feel that the RG's action in printing the 
statistics was far from an act of racism; it was an act 
which furthered the First Amendment's goals in 
promoting open discussion. 
The l JMACLU 
Needed: an Rx for Ethical Deficiency 
among Michigan Law Students 
By Brad Lane 
Professional responsibility- a dull and worthless 
subject or insurance against a cart>er-breaking 
blunder? Or is it an opportunity to gain wisdom and 
insights into a profession? Whate-..:er the motivation, 
today's law students are well-advised to bt>com~ better 
educated in professional responsibility. 
A tradition ofexceUencc? The most recent issue of 
the ABA's Student Lawyer is written by Lawrence 
Dubin, a U of M grad. He describes his experience at 
the Law School frankly. "As we took our seats, my 
first-yenr Contracts professor walked rapidly into the 
room. He quickly opened up some notes from a folder, 
and immedintely called upon a student to answer a 
question. The student just as quickly responded in a 
defiant tone, "Pnss." . . . . After the fifth pass, the 
professor grabbed his notes, shut his folder, and 
stormed ou t of the room. No further ethics classes were 
ever rescheduled. The message was clear. The subject 
oflegal ethics was better left for life after law school." 
Things have changed in twenty years, even here. 
Like every other accredited law school in the United 
States, Michigan offers a course for credit in 
professional responsibility. In fact, the School offers at 
least three ways to obtain an eye for spotting ethical 
issues; Lawyers & Clients, Judge Gilmore's semester 
of Professional Responsibility, and the one-week crash 
course to fulfill the ethics requirements of some state 
bars. We've come a long way baby. 
But some things just stay the same. Has the Law 
School gone far enough? Perhaps not. Why isn't there 
a mandatory professional responsibility requirement 
in the curriculum? Lawyers & Clients is great for the 
lucky lLs that don't get redlined from the class. Why 
not make a firm institutional commitment to 
professional responsibility by requiring credit in this 
subject for graduation, like the seminar requirement? 
The answer lies in the Administration 's 
underlying belief that ethics is intrinsic in the study of 
see TYPICAL page three 
Res <kstae---November 5,1986--page three 
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Typical c la~§fJ.2 .. 12k9..!1m:t~Teq.£f1 s.~.f!J.f~~din 
from page one . . . paid; your wife wants to take a weekend vacation; and any substantive course. Only a course devoted to 
every substantive area of the law. But th1s empmcal you're trying to determine whether to take the next case profeS>ional responsibility can hope to scratch the 
assumption is incorrect. Some first year classes may that comes in your office which happens to be a surface of emotional ethical issues; in effect, expose 
spend a total of one:half of on~ period on some l.imited morginal one." some common pitfalls and provide a proper basis. for 
aspect of the eth1cal questions presented In the There are practical considerations of the stakes that resolving ethical problems in general categonco.J 
substantive law - and this i s a ge nerous are involved and the economics of the business. Mr. areas. A professional responsibility requir ement for 
generalization. The professors are too concerned about Dubin quotes another disbarred attorney that neglected the J .D. degree would provide significant insights into 
the substantive law and meeting syllabus deadlines to the affairs of over 50 clients, "You certainly have an a profession that will take a lifetime to appreciate and 
dwell on any ehical issues presented in the casebooks obligation in law schools to reinforce the do's and the fully master. It would demonstrate the School's 
(when they exist). . dont's. But also showing clowns like me ... will give a commitment to producing not only some of the brightest 
A slender reed to lean on. The question~le effic~cy clear message that this is what happens when you break students but also some of the most ethical member s of 
of other non-respo.nsi?ility classes teach1ng eth1cs the rules, kids." ~other disciplined ~ttorne.y the prof:ssion. 
must be evaluated m light of the grea~ prob~ems that explains another predicament encountered, Even 1f 
attorneys will confro~t i~ ~heir p~ofes:nonal. hve~. Mr. you are sympathetic, you'd be doing your client a 
Dubin outlines four mdJVIduals m his arti~le . 10. the disservice [by taking that extra matter that cannot be 
Student Lawyer that have been. formally disclp~m~d. completed on time). You simply have to know how to 
AJJ concede that simple ~ub;tantive. legal an.alysls In run a law practice as a business, and I didn't." 
Jaw school left them Wlth no baSJs to dec1de many Finally, there a re resources available to every 
issues. . f: d practitioner, if, and this is a big if, the attorney is 
There are psychological conflicts that must be a~e · aware that they exist. "When you're having an ethics 
One former member of the Notre Dame Law ReVJew problem, you can contact the state bar and request an 
disciplined for forging a client'~ name on the back ?f et hics opi nion. I was not aware of that. Also, 
an insurance draft explains, [Law sch~ot] . d?es~ t remember that members of the bar are willing to talk to 
prepare you for those situations where you .reSitting 10 you about your concerns." 
your office on a Friday afternoon; you ve 
Notices 
LEXIS TRAINING The Library is 
offering se veral LEXIS trai ning 
sessions for 2nd and 3rd year students on 
November 4th and 6th . LEXIS r efresher 
sessions as well as specialized sessions 
coverin g tax, labor, and 
corporate/financial search strategy are 
scheduled. To sign up, please stop by the 
Reference Desk, S-223. 
If there is a problem with this, please 
let me know (4-9324). 
GREENPEACE SPEAKER Diane 
Herbert, the Midwest toxics coordinator 
\vi ii show a short videotape and speak on 
Direct Action and changing P ublic 
Policy. ELS is sponsoring this talk on 
Monday, Nov. lOth a t 7:30 p.m. in Room 
132 of Hutchins Hall. 
STUDENT FUNDED FELLOWSHIPS 
Student Funded Fellowships is pleased to 
anounce that during the fall term it will 
be a wa rding a limite d number of 
Fellowships for public interest summer 
jobs. Applications, wh1ch a re available 
on SFF's bulletin board and in the 
P lacement Office, nre due November 
24th. To apply for an SFF fellowshi p in 
the fa ll , a student must already have a 
job otTer . Applying or lack of applying in 
the fall will in no way effect a student's 
chance of applying for an SFF fellowship 
during the spring term, when the 
majority of fellowships will be awarded. 
LSSS Clerk - Application s for a 
work study position arc a va il a ble 
on the door of the sen a te. 
Inte rvie ws on Monday, November 
10, in the afternoon. T he sign-up 







The RG editorial of a week ago, "Secoond-
Guessing Senators", stated t h at President 
Turner had had parts of the report to the visitors 
committee read to him over the phone. President 
Turner has pointed out that parts of the report 
were, in fact, read at a BLSA meeting. 
' .. 
11 •• IS 
19 20 u ll 
4 s 6 
18 19 
25 26 27 28 
Res Gestae--November 5, 1986-pago (our 
Diversions 
Movies&the Law:a Plea for Realism 
By John C. Wendlandt 
Some people say that art imitates life. 
Others maintain that life imitates art. I 
know Art and I asked him abou t life. 
"Real fine magazine," he said, "though 
a migh t bit scratchy in the outhouse." Art 
is a lover of life. And a discriminating 
consumer of paper products. 
Motion pictures are the most realistic 
of art forms. They combine picture, 
sound, and movement to create a lifelike 
experience. Future generations will 
look first to our 'movies' in an effort to 
understand our 'ancient' civilization. It 
is imperative, therefore, that we gunrd 
against slant in movie-making. 
One group most often misrepresented 
includes the legal professional. 
Attorneys are portrayed in a wholly 
unrealistic light: witty, charming, 
ethical and good-looking. Such a gross 
misstatement works a substantial 
injustice upon those who have gone to 
great lengths to cultivate the 'true' 
~ttorney image. Some sort of immediate 
action is called for. 
Some illustrative examples of this 
misrepresentation may prove helpful. 
1. Glen Close's skirts. Ms. Close 
played a hotshot female attorney in 
Ja"ted Edre. The court scenes found her 
wrapped in smart skirts, 'tight' skirts 
that reminded one instantly of the plastic 
covering holding together a package of 
chicken thighs at the supermarket. I 
have it on good authority that Ms. Close's 
s kir ts not only made it virtually 
impossible for her to sit down, but also 
limited each step she took to a maximum 
of three inches. Attorneys simply do not 
dress in this fashion. 
2. Robert Redford's good looks. Mr. 
Redford, acting the part o( a lawyer for 
Legal Eagles, was devastatingly 
ATTENfiON DECEMBER GRADS 
BAR REVIEW COURSE LECTURES AREN'T WORTH 
THE PAPER THEY'RE WRITTEN ON IF YOU CAN'T 
REMEMBER WHAfS SAID. 
Quesllon: 
Solution: 
How will you absorb lie typiCal barrevlewlee!Ure courseconsllllng alone million 
words, spoun otll,e rate ol 2.S wordt ewry ~eeond? 
How many ofJh,ose one million words will you ,.,~ 
Dam few! 
THE NORD BAR REVIEW COURSE 
"TOTAL RECALL" METHOD 
Conclusion: llefore you sign up for any bar revi-course lec:tures. irs neceuary to Iitten to a 
sample teclure lo fi.nd out If you'll get anything out o,f tllem besides colluset. 
YOU HAVE A PROBLEM. LET US PROVE TO YOU THAT WE HAVE 
SOLVED IT. CALL TOLL FREE FOR A 
FREE SAMPLE CASSETTE 
1-800-521-1916 
(In M•ch•gon coli collect (313)85Hsa5) 
Or. contact your Nord Compus Represenlotive or write to us at our nottonot headquorte11. 
NORD aAII REVIEW COURSES 
5600 West Maple Rood, sune C·l1 1 
West Bloomfield, Michigan 48033 
NORD BAR REVIEW COURSES ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE 
FOLLOWING BAR EXAMS 
Alobomo Arizona California Aorido Georgia Illinois Kentucky Morylond 
Mossochu,en~ M•ch1gon Nevodo New Jersey Ohio Pennsylvania lennessee 
Generol ond Mulltitole Course 
Mullistate Professional Responsibility Examination Course 
handsome (or so I'm told). Arc most 
attorneys this attractive? Look around 
you. Few of us will ever grace the cover 
of GQ or Vogue. 
3. Paul Newman's pinball talent. In 
The Verdict Mr. Newman is a run-down, 
out-of-work lawyer who spends the lion's 
share of his time in the corner pub tipping 
and flipping. An otherwise realistic 
scenario is ruined by Paul's ab11ity to 
wi'n free games, a skill unknown to 
attor neys who spent most of their 
childhood on the tennis courts. 
4. Spencer Tracey's 'good guy' 
image. With Ms. Hepburn, Tracey plays 
a lawyer in Adam's Rib and exudes a 
'lawyers are basically nice people' 
feeling throughout the film. Is there any 
basis in fact for this characteri zation? 
Met any nice attorneys lately? I rest my 
case. 
Hnppy mov1e watching. 
~ -~~;;E) YOU DON T HAVE. TO 
I~ W~'T, AN'I l.ON~E~. ;r r.: IT s 
I ~~ ... , 
THE ALTERNATIVE PRACTICE CONFERENCE 
"Serving the Public Interest, in the :Eighties" 
Thursday, November 6th, 4:30pm, H.m 116 Hutchins Hall 
Nancy Krieger- The nuts nnd bolts of findinl{ the right public inter~>st position for you. 





TO THE BEST BUSINESS PL~~ 
WRITTEN & SUBlVIITTED BY 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN STUDENTS 
INTRODUCTORY 
MEETING 
Wed. November 12, 1986 
4:30p.m. 
HALE AUDITORIUM 
U of M School of Business 
Corner of Hill and Tappan 
ALL STUDENTS INVITED 
Questions? call Linda Powell 662-2245 
